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THE WOMEN IN 
FOOTBALL LEADERSHIP 

PROGRAMME  
AIMS TO SUPPORT  
THE CAREERS OF 

WOMEN CAPABLE OF 
INFLUENCING THE 

FOOTBALL INDUSTRY 



The Women in Football Leadership Programme 
is designed for women in football who have the 
potential and motivation to progress into senior 
leadership positions within their organisation or 
are already in such roles. Participants work on 
and discuss various aspects of leadership, while 
also focusing heavily on self-awareness and 
the ways in which this can support their career 
development. With the coaching included
during the programme week, participants are 
challenged in both personal and professional 
aspects. The programme also provides a 
platform for exchange and networking between 
participants with a rich variety of backgrounds. 
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◀ Soft skills Hard skills ▶

Skills trained:

Estimated hours of learning:

◀ E-learning Face-to-Face ▶

Type of learning:

50

FOREWORD
Studies have shown that organisations with 
mixed senior management teams tend to 
outperform those with no women in positions 
of power. Football has traditionally been 
dominated by men, but gradually more 
women are moving into leadership roles. 
There is still more work to do, though.

UEFA understands that there is a real need for 
more balanced representation of women and men 

in key positions. Furthermore, UEFA acknowledges 
its responsibility to encourage and facilitate 
this shift. Through the Women in Football 
Leadership Programme, UEFA is committed 
to supporting and accelerating the process of 
putting more women in decision-making roles.

Theodore Theodoridis 
UEFA General Secretary

The WFLP aims to support the careers of women 
who are capable of influencing the football industry 
through a powerful week of leadership training. 

Women in Football  
Leadership Programme 

Who
Women working for national 
associations and their stakeholders, 
in or with the potential to take on 
decision-making positions

When
Annually 

How Long
1 week

Where
Lausanne

Price
€6,700

Number  
of participants
30

Certification
Certificate of completion 

Language
English

Mentoring  
scheme

Keynote  
speeches

Group 
work

Plenary 
 sessions

Social activities

Dynamic  
role-play  
exercises

One-on-one 
coaching

Training week
Preparatory 
assignment



Takeaways 
After completing the Women in Football Leadership Programme, participants will have:

What the organisers have to say

 Developing a new generation of female leaders in football is crucial in order to promote greater gender balance in representative roles 
across football and its decision-making bodies. By identifying talents and providing them with a platform that can unleash their potential, 
elevate their capabilities and, most importantly, empower them to step up and take on leadership opportunities, the Women in Football 
Leadership Programme encourages both personal and professional growth. The programme provides a global perspective on the 
administration of football and ensures that an inspiring network of like-minded female football leaders can be guaranteed across the world. 
■ Nadine Kessler, Managing Director of Women’s Football, UEFA

 We are honoured to partner with UEFA in delivering the Women in Football Leadership Programme. The future of football can only benefit 
from greater diversity across its leadership. IMD looks forward to empowering participants with the right tools, knowledge and support  
to reach their full potential in decision-making roles in football.  
■ Ginka Toegel, IMD Professor of Leadership

 We are thrilled to be supporting the Women in Football Leadership Programme for the second year in a row. At EA SPORTS, we are deeply 
committed to fostering diversity and empowering women to forge ahead in their careers. This program is a powerful platform for women  
to hone their leadership skills, build their networks, and unlock their full potential. I’m especially excited to join the successful applicants  
this year, as part of a panel session, to share my experiences, and engage with a group of inspiring, driven women who are shaping the future 
of the industry.  
■ Andrea Hopelain, GM & SVP of Publishing, EA SPORTS

•  developed a clear understanding of the skills that are needed for leadership, 
and how these are reflected within their own professional characters;

•  increased their self-awareness and gained an understanding of how 
this benefits their personal and professional goals;

•  expanded their network and forged strong links with other women who are 
in positions of authority in football or are ready to step into leadership roles;

•  built additional confidence to set and pursue ambitious career goals 
and fulfil their potential.

Academic institution delivering the programme

IMD develops leaders to transform organisations and 
contribute to society. Based in Lausanne (Switzerland)  
and Singapore, IMD has been ranked in the top five for 

executive education worldwide for 15 years and in the top three for the  
last eight years (Financial Times).

Led by an expert and diverse faculty, IMD has a long record of delivering 
‘Real Learning, Real Impact’ for ambitious women in leadership roles, 
from acclaimed MBA and EMBA courses to custom programmes designed 
specifically for the needs of female executives.



Testimonials 

Strategy 

We believe that women’s football is unstoppable, with unprecedented growth, increased investment, more opportunities for players to excel, more eyes on the 
game and highly successful major international tournaments creating and fuelling the momentum we see today.

Our six-year plan aims to create a sustainable future for women’s football in Europe by striking a necessary balance between initiatives that will serve the game 
in the short term and those that will develop it in the long term.

Unstoppable (2024–30) builds on the foundations laid by Time for Action (2019–24) and the unique opportunity we now have to increase investment, cement 
our direction and create a sustainable future for the next generation of players, coaches, referees, volunteers and fans.

This strategy sets bold and ambitious targets that will enable us to take the women’s game to another level by 2030.

We will strive for women’s football in 2030 to be:

•  Celebrated for its unique values and community

•  The most-played team sport among women and girls in every country

•  The home of the world’s top players and professional opportunities

•  The most sustainable and investable women’s sport

Application process 
The course is open to women working for national associations and their 
stakeholders, in or with the potential to take on decision-making positions. 

For any questions you might have, please contact academy@uefa.ch.

About the UEFA Academy
Eligible candidates must apply online and fill in the application 
form on at UEFAacademy.com by the deadline.

Full attendance is required to qualify for the certificate of completion.  
Should you have any questions about the application process,  
please contact academy@uefa.ch

We welcome participants from diverse backgrounds and cultures, recognising the unique value that diversity brings to our community.  
If you have any uncertainties about meeting specific programme criteria, we encourage you to reach out to us.

The UEFA Academy was awarded the LIFT (Learing Impact for Today and Tomorrow) by EFMD for the period 2024 to 2027.  
This certification recognises the impact of the UEFA Academy programmes on its participants, their organisations and society at large.
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Contact us
academy@uefa.ch

UEFAacademy.com
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